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Director, Susan Witkowski, responds to the question,

How is the economy affecting the Clinic?How is the economy affecting the Clinic?How is the economy affecting the Clinic?How is the economy affecting the Clinic?How is the economy affecting the Clinic?
This question comes up frequently due to the significant increase in unemployment in Kershaw County over the
past year.  As you can expect, there is a direct correlation between the loss of jobs and the loss of health insur-
ance. Since the beginning of the year, we have experienced a 50 % rise in the number of new patients, those
seeking assistance for the first time.  New patients often bring us lists of medicines from doctors who have been
their health care providers for a long time.  What is worse? Is it people we have been treating for a while who
never had a primary care doctor or patients who are not able to continue with the doctor who has been a part of
their family for a long time?  The conversations I have with new patients are much different.  These are families
seeking medical care, not for one member, but for the entire family.  Every day we see young parents looking for
medicine to manage a child’s asthma, adults with high blood pressure or out of control diabetes.  More and more
we see health care situations that have reached a crisis level.
 
While there has been an increase in the number of new patients, there has also been a decrease in donations.  For
example, rising unemployment leads to a decrease in payroll deductions to the United Way.  This results in cuts to
United Way partner agencies such as the Community Medical Clinic.  A reduction in tax revenue to Kershaw
County because of the economy has resulted in a 50% cut in the County’s annual contribution to the Clinic.  It is
all connected.   Due to the hard work of our Annual Campaign Chair, Jim Burns, and his crackerjack committee
we were able to meet our goal of $110,000 last year.  However, because of a decrease in support from some
established contributors, the budget is now out of balance.  How do we make up this deficit?  Our nonprofit
organization is no different from others in the community.  We are all trying to stretch a dollar.
 
We are seeing new and different types of support for the Clinic.  William McElvey and Jaxon Casey raised $70
selling lemonade.  They wanted to help buy medicine for older people in Kershaw County.  That was terrific!  The
Camden Rotary is sponsoring a Collect for the Clinic Campaign to help gather items on our wish list.  The dona-
tion of these items, such as office and cleaning supplies, will save money and help the Clinic’s bottom line.  We
have several high school and college student volunteers this summer.  They scan records, answer telephones, and
provide much needed clerical assistance.  Volunteers for nursing, eligibility screening, and staffing the front desk,
are always needed.  The help we receive every year from volunteers is equal to six to seven full time employees.
 
We are in our eleventh year of providing health care for the uninsured residents in Kershaw County.  I am confi-
dent that through board leadership and the assistance of citizens of this county that we will continue to help each
other to find solutions for healthy living.
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Technology Update
by Jennifer L. Strater

There are many technological upgrades coming to the Community
Medical Clinic.  During my time as an intern here, we have implemented
three new software projects: encounter forms, LabRetriever,
ReminderPro.  Our next task is to increase the clinic’s outreach on the
Internet with Facebook and other social networking programs.

ENCOUNTER FORMS
On June 1, we started using encounter forms.  These forms,

which look just like those you would find in any doctor’s office, use
CPT-4 procedure codes and ICD-9 diagnosis codes to estimate the
cost of these services.  We have included general, chiropractic, mental
health, and physical therapy services.  Although we never charge for
these at the clinic, this information will be used for reporting purposes.

LABRETRIEVER
The next project we started was the LabRetriever phone system.

This was a more time intensive project with a few bumps along the way,
but the system is now fully functional.  This program allows patients to
listen to a voice recording of their lab results at any time, even when the
clinic is closed.  This is especially useful since the phone numbers of
patients often change making it difficult to contact them directly.  In the
near future, we would like to add medication arrival as part of this
system to let patients know when their medications are ready for pick
up.

REMINDERPRO
The third software project was ReminderPro, an appointment re-

minder program.  This phone system calls patients two business days
before their scheduled time.  This program has only been running for a
week, but has already reduced the number of missed appointments.

FACEBOOK
On June 17, we created a facebook group for the clinic.  You can find

the group by entering “Community Medical Clinic of Kershaw County” into your search bar (remember to take out
the quotes).  We highly encourage you to join the group and stay involved in our discussion topics.  We are currently
discussing healthy eating and exercise during the summer months.  The group also includes the list of our upcoming
and recent events with pictures included.  If you don’t have facebook, you can view the group at http://
www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=106420361224.  Future projects include starting a blog for the clinic’s out-
reach and prevention programs.

Jennifer Strater is a senior Computer Science Major at Hamilton College in Clinton, NY.  A native of Camden, she graduated from the
South Carolina Governor’s School for Science and Mathematics in 2006.  Her internship is paid for by the Joseph F. Anderson Fund
at Hamilton College.
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Maria Lauricella has been a mainstay at the front desk
for over eight years. She is one of nine siblings, six girls
and three boys. Her sister Brigitte Berg, a physical
therapist, also volunteers for the Clinic. Maria taught
school in Alaska and Massachusetts before moving to
Camden with her husband Joe and children Sarah and
Tony. She had a “dream job” working for the Commu-
nities in School program, which was funded by a
Department of Education grant. She identified at risk
children, many of whom were homeless, and then
coordinated available services such as transportation,
free lunches, tutoring, obtaining fees for school and free
books and clothing. CIS also referred families for
services to the Christian Community Ministries, the
Community Medical Clinic and Wateree Community Action. Last year she worked with 160
children. Unfortunately, their grant was not funded in 2008 and the program was absorbed
by the school district. While looking for a new job, she is able to spend more time at the
Clinic. Maria is a great resource for our patients.

Maria LauricellaVolunteer Spotlight

Front Desk
Delia Haro
Tommy Rose

Screeners
Ellen Gordon-Creed

Nurses
Althea Belton
Mariana Martinez
Sara Sanders
Jennifer Watson

Pharmacy
Richard Bunch
Ruth Hurst
Ted Koburg
Richard Wilhite

Counselor
Cynthia May

Annual Campaign
Mary Clark

Student Volunteers
Emily Campalong
Hope Demer
Martha Garcia
Jewell Nelson
Jennifer Strater
Ali Truesdale
Sarah Twitty
Anndrea Williamson

Welcome to New Clinic Volunteers
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IN MEMOR Y OF

IN HONOR OF
Camden Family Care staff
By   Torill Nelson
Col. Horace E. Wood, Jr.
By   Barbara Wood
Dr. Olajide Balogun
By   John W. Foster, Jr.

Steve S. Kelly, Sr.
By Mr. and Mrs. Dwight T. Huckabee
John Zirkle
By   Dr. Joseph P. Jackson, Jr.
Margot Rochester
Richard Eric Brown
By   Ms. Irene Gettys
Autry Gentry
By   Kershaw County Board of Realtors
Linda Jordan Ramsey
By   Roy and Brenda Isaacson
Evereth P. Brady
By   Mr. and Mrs. Bruce M. Larrabee
Jake Mosley
By   Ruby and Joe Hornsby
Sue Eddings Hornsby
By   Ruby Hornsby
         Betty B. Holland
Janet McNinch Young
By   Frank and Maryellen Pfohl
Anne Goode
By Mr. and Mrs. Allen J. Sindler
Bob Whitham
Mr. and Mrs. J. Douglas Nunn, Jr.
Margot Rochester
The Rev. and Mrs. Harr y Lawhon
Jim Rogers
By   Mary Alden Carrison
Mrs. Ruth James
By   Dr. Ernestyne J. Adams
Dr. Julian Hard
By   Mrs. Julian Hard
Gordon B. Moore, Sr.
By   Scott and Wendy Ziemke
Harry and Jo Lawhon
By   Mr. and Mrs. W. Townley Redfearn, II
James Hurst Watson
By   Bob and Pat Clithero

Dr. Jack Fakoury
By Herbert A. Campbell

Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Rogers
Mrs. Ruth Hurst
Ms. Shirley W. Springs
Ms. Margaret C. Ammons
Ms. Eva B. Hard
Dr. Harry J. Koutraulakis
Mrs. Charles Huggins and family
Dr. Kenneth W. Carson
The Hon. and Mrs. J. Ernest Kinard, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon W. Banks
Dr. and Mrs. Robert G. Kiger
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney B. Whitteaker
Mr. and Mrs. Fay Thompson
Dr. Robert H. Blease
Mr. and Mrs. W. Ancrum Boykin, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Cameron
Mr. and Mrs. S J. McKinney
Ms. Ruby P. Wood
Mr. Laurence H. Conger
Kershaw Health
Laurie and Bill Funderburk
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Cutler
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Benton
Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Kline
The Norman family
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel P. Hawes
Ms. Joanne W. Herring
Mr. Neil Sanders
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Cook
Mr. Rick Mack
Ms. Louise R. Slater and Ms. May D. Peach
Mr. and Mrs. Leo E.Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Allan J. Sindler
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Collins

   Ms. Jeannette N. Starnes

Michael D. Lockhart
By   Mr. and Mrs. Len Bole
Torill Nelson
By   Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Nelson
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The Second Annual Clinic Classic Nets Clinic $10,000
Thanks in part to McDonald’s and Sensor Enterprises as lead sponsors and Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of South Carlina and Camden Family Care, the 5K Run/Walk and 10K Run was twice as
successful as last year.  It  was held on Saturday,  April 25, 2009.  Over 100 participated in the
event, which began and ended in front of the Clinic.

Entrants could register on line, either on the Clinic website, www.cmcofkc.org or through Strictly
Running.  It is a USATF course designed by Committee Chair, Torill Nelson.  Runners and walkers
wound their way through historic down town Camden. Pictures from the run are on the Clinic
website.  The next Clinic Classic is set for Saturday, April 25, 2010.

Clinic receives anonymous donation of an oxygen concentrater
We received a Respironic “Millenium” oxygen concentrater.  It has been loaned to a Clinic patient who needs a
device to provide oxygen at a higher concentration than that of ambient air.  Her family is now able to save the
$300 they spent monthly on tanks of oxygen.  Thank you to our Clinic Angel.

An open letter from the 2008
Annual Campaign Chair,
Jim Burns
I am pleased to report that our goal to raise
$110,000 for the Community Medical Clinic was
achieved. Thanks to all for  your  financial support.
A terrific committee and the enthusiastic support of
Susan Witkowski and Deb McAbee made the
challenge of soliciting funds during difficult eco-
nomic times easier.  The dedication of the Cam-
paign Committee paid considerable dividends.  They worked hard to meet the challenge of our goal.

I was honored to serve as chair for such a worthy cause .  We are excited to announce that Mary Clark has agreed
to head up the 2009 Annual Campaign.

We already miss Susan Grumbach, RNP
Susan and husband Bob welcomed little Anna Grace to their growing family in April.  She joins sister
Meg and brother Will.  Susan decided to become a full time Mom.  Her last day at the Clinic, after
eight years, was April 29, 2009.  In the future, she will volunteer for the Clinic and plans to help with
the diabetic education classes.
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CAMDEN ROTARY COLLECTS FOR THE COMMUNITY  MEDICAL  CLINIC
OF KERSHAW COUNTY

The Camden Rotary sponsored  a drive to collect medical, cleaning and office supplies for the Community Medical
Clinic from June 15 through June 30, 2009.  This project will save the Clinic money that will be used to provide free
medical care and medicine for its patients who are uninsured residents of Kershaw County.  The clinic always needs
itmes from this list.

WISH LIST

Band aids Pens with black ink
Cotton balls Yellow highlighters
Alcohol wipes White out
Trash bags, 30 gallon and 7-10 gallon “Post it” notes
Paper towels Stamps 44 cents
Toilet Paper Stamped post cards
Plastic sandwich bags Stamped #10 business envelopes
Avery labels size 1 ½ Manila envelopes, 9x12
HP Desk Jet ink color 78 black and white 45 Tissues
Xerox paper, blue, yellow, pink, lavender

The Community Medical Clinic values the support of the Camden Rotary.  This project was held two years ago. We
hope to continue bi-annually.

Drop off locations:

BLAKE & FORD
LYTTLETON STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
FIRST CITIZENS-LUGOFF
COMMUNITY MEDICAL CLINIC OF KERSHAW COUNTY
TRADERS OF CAMDEN
RUSSELL and JEFFCOAT REALTORS

Pictured at left are Rotarians Bill Ford and Chris Pracht.

I would like to help the Community Medical Clinic...
You can support the Clinic by sending contributions to: Community Medical Clinic of Kershaw County

110C East DeKalb Street Camden, SC 29020

Dedication Individual to be recognized

o In Honor Of ________________________________

o In Memory Of ________________________________

Your Name: ________________________________

We appreciate your support.

o Annual Campaign Donation


